






























BOARD OF MANAGERS 

EAST HAMPTON FREE LIBRARY 

MRS. E. T. DAYTON, President 

Ladies: 

October 30, 1945 

I have the painful duty to bring before you several matters that not only concern the Library 
but the Village of East Hampton as well. I will try to be very brief. More details you may have 
upon request. It was fifteen years ago this month that we contracted a deed of gift with your 
Board making you custodian for the people of Long Island of a collection of Long Island books 
and documents then valued at eighty-seven thousand dollars. There was no money consideration, 
but the deed contained several stipulations that were to be complied with, satisfactory to the party 
of the first part. The collection had a rapid growth, and to this day has continued to grow in 
usefulness and popularity at a rate surprising to the people of East Hampton but anticipated by 
the party of the first part, who realized that it might become a job too large for a local com
munity to handle. Hoping that this time would never come, but to be ready for it if it did come, 
the choicest items were put in special sections known as K. These sections could be removed at 
will at any time, and the knowledge of their worth to any similar institution has excited the 
envy of several who now think the time has come to claim them. I am considering their 
removal at the present time. 

To make the burden as light as possible on the local community, the party of the first 
part contributed his services for the first ten ye '..rs without money and without price. By that 
time the lack of space so retarded the opportunity for growth that I was discouraged almost to 
the breaking point. In the nick of time a good friend and neighbor, learning conditions arranged 
that the Library have enough extra land for all time to come. But through no fault of his it took 
the best part of a year before the deed was handed to your Board. Meanwhile at great personal 
inconvenience I arranged with Mr. Embury, the architect, to prepare a set of plans for an addi
tion, which plan:,; were in the hands of the former builders of the Green Room, when the war 
put an end to that work. 

Although disappointed, I bowed to existing conditions and started in on another five years 
of hard work. That third five years was up on the 18th of this month. And now the war is ended. 
I am told conditions are not improved. I am told the Government holds a tight grip on all surplus 
building material and intends to keep it as long as it can. But can I believe that if we exert the 
proper effort with the officials in power, they will not allow the use of some kind of fireproof 
material sufficient for this one room addition? Is it worth trying to go ahead or shall we turn 
backward and let the Long Island Collection go to a rival community? We cannot stand still. 

Sincerely, 

MORTON PENNYPACKER 










