MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF BOARD OF MAIUGERS, E.HoFREE LIBRARY - 1/2/69

The regulat meeting of the Board of Managers of the East Hampton
Free Library was held on Thursday, Jan« 2, 1969, at 2:30 in the Red Room,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved, the Treasurer’s
Report was accepted, and Mrs. Ford read the L,I.Librarian’s Report and her
Director’s Report,
Miss Morgan reported that $8,474. had been received from 281 donors.
In connection with the memorial lighting of the Library, and in
view of a considerable delay, the House Committee was asked to contact
Wp';--Ffank""Bay»ben"aad- Mr. Louis

Edwards in 48 effort to have this work done

completed soeoti rajey will also contact Mr. Frank Dayton regarding the delay
in replacing the front doors,
Mrs. Osborn will appoint a committee to' visit various libraries
to investigate further the advisability of our membership in the Suffolk
County Library System,

She stated her desire that each member of the Board

go to at least one of the five libraries being considered for visitation.
The next regular meeting will be held at 2 P.M. and the Advisory
Board will be invited to join us at 3 P.M, for oior Annual Meeting, as usual.
Mrs. Talmage will be in charge of the tea,
A motion was duly passed that the Corresponding Secretary thank
the Eastern Gape Garden Club for their Christmas decorations in the Library,
The meeting was adjourned.
ANONA L, HALL, Recording Secretary
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REGULAR MEETING - BOARD OF MANAGERS, E.H.FREE LIBRARY - 2/6/69
J

The Board of Managers of the East Harrpton Free Library held a
regular meeting on February 6, I969, at 2 P.M. in the Board Room.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved; the
Treasurer's Report was presented and accepted; and Mrs, Ford read
her Director's Report and thereport of the Long Island Librarian.

The House Coimnittee reported that the Frank B. Smith firm
will install front doors at a cost of $32^.00.

The House Comm,

will decide about having them stained.
i'jfs. Osborn appointed the following "Suffolk
System" comraittee;

.
Library

Mrs. Hopkinson, Mrs. Laspia, Mrs. Vetault, and

one more to be appointed at a later date.
Mrs. Osborn reported that she, Mrs. Ham, and Mrs. Laspia had
met with Mrs. Ford to discus^paaT^^^o^TM^fufer^*'^ Osborn will

distribute copies of the recommendations for perusal by the Board
members.
The Nominating Committee reported, and Jtrs. Mn Jones Li^t
and Mrs. Herbert French will be invited >0 serve on the Board of
Managers, and lir. Lawrence Baker, Sr. and fir. J. M. Kaplan to serve
on the Advisory Board.
A Resolution of Respect for Mr. Nathan N. Tiffany, long-time
member of the Advisory Board, was read and a motion was duly passed
V
that it be adopted and spread upon the minutes of the meeting, and
a copy forvrarded to the Tiffany family.
The meeting was adjourned.
ANONA L. HALL, Recording Secretary

EAST HAMPTON FREE LIBRARY
159 MAIN STREET
EAST HAMPTON, NEW YORK
324>0222
11937

RESOLUTION OP RESPECT
¥e, the Board of Managers of the East Hampton Free Library, wish to
express ovir svmpathy to the family of Mr.Nathan N.Tiffany. His death
on January 1$, 1969 represented a real loss to his commimity and to
the library.

He had been a member of the library's Advisory Board since 1929,
and was at the time of his death the only Honorary Member of that board
Prom the time of joining the Advisory Board he had done, as a labor
of love, the auditing of the library's finances. It was not until 1961
that the Board of Managers thought It only right to relieve him of
that bijrden, which had grown more onerous as the library grew.
The
work was put in 1962 into the hands of the firm of Zeldin and Marko
witz.
Mr.Tiffany was one of the most faithful of the Advisory Board
members in meeting annually with the Board of Managers, and at other
times in joining with members of his board in freely giving them ad
vice and support on library matters.
His participation in community affairs ever since he came here to
live in 190^ has been outstanding. As head of the East Hampton Town
government for eight years; as officer in the bank, the Lighting Com
pany, the Lumber Company, and Home Water Company; as a member of
the Board of Education, and of the boards of Guild Hall and the East
Hampton Historical Society, he served the town well. His kindly per
sonality and interest will be greatly missed.
Therefore, be it resolved that this testimonial be spread upon
the minutes of the library’s Board of Managers and a copy be sent
to the family of Mr.Tiffany»

mWKL I'ffiiT.TIi'IG - BOARD OF mmOERS AI\!D ADVISORY BOARD - 2/6/69

\

The Board of Managers and the Advisory Board of the East Hanpton
/
Free Library held its Annual Meeting on February 6, I969, at 3 P*M, in
the Board Room,

The reading of the minutes of the previous annual meet

ing was omitted, on motion duly passed.

Mrs. Arnold Rattray was elected

temporary chairxaan of the meeting.
The President’s Report vras read by Mrs, Osborn, and upon motion duly
passed was accepted and will be placed on file.

Mrs. Ford read her Director’s

Report, and the Children's Librarian's Report, and Mrs, Henry read her
Long Island Librarian's Report.

Upon motion duly passed, these reports

were accepted and xfill be placed on file.

Mrs. Laspia presented the

Treasurer's Report, t^hich upon motion duly passed, was accepted and will
be placed on file.
The Nominating Committee reported as follows:

lirs. Ann Jones Light

and Mrs. Herbert French will be invited to serve on the Board of Managers
and Mr. Lawrence Baker, Sr., and Lr. Jacob Kaplan will be invited to serve
on the Advisory Board.

A motion was duly passed that these be elected.

The Slate of Officers for 1969 is as follows;
Mrs.
iirs.
Plrs.
Plrs.
Mrs.

Charles R, Osborn - President
S. Lex^is Ham - Vice-President
Michael Laspia - Treasurer
Mark Hall - Recording Secretary
Frank Dayton - Corresponding Secretary

L^on motion duly passed, the above were elected,
i-drs. Charles Osborn then presided.
Mr. Robert Gardiner complimented the Board of Managers on its
ability to surmount rising costs and stated his high regard for the
Library and the Board's operation of it.
A motion i^as passed that the meeting be adjourned, and tea was
served by Mrs. Ferris Talraage and her committee.

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING - Bd. of Managers, E.H.Free Library - 3/6/69
The regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the East Hampton
Free Library was held on March 6, 1969, at 2:30 in the Board Room. The
minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved, correspondence
was read, the Treasurer's Report was presented and accepted, and
Mrs, Ford read the report of the Long Island Librarian and her
Director's Report,
A discussion of "Personnel Policy followed, and a motion waa duly
passed that the recommendations be made a part of the minutes of this
meeting,

(See envelope labeled "Personnel Policy" in Minute Book,)

Mrs. Ford requested a four-month maternity leave of absence, and
the finance Committee will meet to discuss personnel and salaries for
the interim. She also stated that she had hired Miss Joyce Grobowski>
Miss Linda Demmers,
/and Miss Joan McDonough for the summer, and that Miss Hohl will return
to the Children's Library for the stammer.
The Corresponding Secretary will write a letter of thanks to
Col. Charles M. Swezey for his having served on the Advisory Board.
Mrs. Osborn will write to Mr. Aldrich regarding the Comprehensive
Plan for East Hampton's future, which includes a parking lot on -Library
grounds, in order that the Advisory Board and the Board of Managers may
be prepared for action on this matter,
Mrs. Osborn presented the list of committees for 1969 (see envelope.)
The meeting was adjourned.
ANONA L. HALL, Recording Secretary
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20 hrs per -week or over
^Ford, Heniy, Talmage, Rothj

^pajrb-time) 19 hi^ per week or less
^McDonough, DeBatin, Hopson)

£.

HOLIDAYS
All employees are to be paid for holidays when holiday falls on day
13iey normally would have worked.
Pay for hourly ^part-time) employees will be in
the amo nt of hours sclieduled to wortt if day were not holiday.
Sunrner employees and pabe will be paid for Uth of July and Labor Day at daily rate
they have contracted to work for season..
Holidays:

Jan 1, Feb 12, 22, May 30, July 1*, Labor Day, uct 12, Nov 11
Thanksgiving, Christmas

^YACATION professxonaj. fuxi time:
Rafter lyr) ProfessioriiJl part-time;

20 woricLng days (U weeks),
Equivalent of pay for 2 weeks scheduled to work

CleidLcal full time; 10 working days (2 we-;ks)
Part-time: Page - 1 week at school year rate after 1 yr of employment (winter rate)
(to be taken when schedule and work load permit)
s hospitalization Full time employees are eligible for inclusion in Blue Crosri 1 Blue
^
Siiel3~group plan, anployer will contribute $12 per month toward cost of the plan
selected by the eraplo3ree.
TENMIMTlCh UF ^jrJjOriiciNi
frofeesional employees will give at least two months
notice of intention to leave in a letter of resignation to the Board of Mamgers.
Clerioal employees will give one months notice of intention to resign.
verbal to Director, who will convey same to Baerd.

Notice may be

Conversely, the Board of Managers will provide the sane period of notice if an
employee is to be laid off.
Professional: Any employee with M.L.S, degree from accredited library school or
any employee whose ej^ rience and knowledge are such as to bring her work up to
professional standard.
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Annual Report of the President
February 6, iy69
V

1968 was a memorable year for the libraiy - a year in which the generosity of
others helped us to greatly enlarge our facilities and our service to the public.
June was an especially exciting month. At the June Board meeting Mr, Geoi^e
Roberts announced that the Library had been named recipient of accrued income in
the amount of $72,21b from the Cemetery Trust, part of the estate of the late
Charles H. Dickermar. This Fund, known as the Dickerman Memorial Fund, vra.s made
available to us through the efforts of William C. Dickerraan and his sisters,
Mrs. Christopher H. Hurd, Iilrs. H. D. Brown and Mrs. Ernest Lee Jahncke.
This gift came at a critical time of rising costs amd needed expansion in
both services and the physical building. In IpoU we had discussed opening for
longer hours but were unable to do so because of insufficient funds. Thanks to
the Dickerman Memorial Fund, the 1968-6y winter schedule began with new hours 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. daily, and two evenings from 7 to 9. Income from the fund
will also be used for hospitalization benefits for the staff. The Board of
Managers and the community is indebted to the Dickermans for this wonderful and
unexpected gift.
The Asnnar Embury Room was formally dedicated on June 15} the gift of Mr. and
Mrs. A. Wallace Chauncey, long-time friends and supporters of the library, in
memory of Mr. iinbury, world renowned architect and East Hampton resident vdio de
signed the original library building and subsequent additions. Because of increased
circulation, stack space has been at a premium for several years. The president's
report for ly65 stated — "We wo-uld like more stack space. Needless to say, tiiis
is an expensive proposition and we shall probably have to make a special drive for
funds. We don't know how far off in the future this will be..." Once again friends
came to our rescue and the Aymar Embury Room vdth a capacity for bOOO books will
beautifully and adequately house an expanded collection for many years. Mr. and
Mrs. Chauncey also gave a lovely chair and table, and Mrs. Thomas M. Day a hooked
rug with a scene of the library - all of which enhances the rocm's appearance and
gives comfort to those who browse among the stacks and do research work upstairs. We are
deeply grateful to the Chaunceys for this useful and lovely addition.
Prom the beginning in 1897 our Library has grown because of the generosity and
civic spirit of friends and through the capable guidance of our directors. We began
1968 with a search for a director. Mrs. Stephen Ford joined our staff on ?!ay 1 and
is already a vital part of our library. Between Miss Ruth Naimy's departure and
Mrs. Ford's arrival, the library was capably directed by Mrs. Sylvia Henry, librarian
of the Long Island Collection, and Mrs.* Amy Bassford, one of our former librarians.
Also in the interim, Mrs. Daniel DeBaun was hired and is now employed parttime to
help cover the front desk. Mrs. Robert Talmage. Children's Librarian, Mrs. Arthur
Roth, ?/rs. Eamon McDonough and Miss Annie Hopson, page, complete the staff, together
with Mr. George R. Sommers who became custodian in I^ay and is doing an excellent job
in keeping up the appearance of the building. We have been most fortunate in our
staff and we are grateful for their assistance and for all they do to add to the
public's pleasure in using the East Hampton Free Library.

This year we began the McNaughton Rental Service which keeps our readers
applied primarily with the newer books. It has been extremely successful. Books,

chosen by the librarian, arrive ready to put on the shelves and most of them are
out in circulation the first day or two.
At the suggestion of the librarian, and in order to make our services more
available to summer visitors, we devised a $5 non-resident fee from June through
September. The regular non-resident fee is $7.50.
Records were introduced and added to the collection. Another change was
lowering of the children's fine from
a day to 1^ which is more in line with
the young ones' pocketbooks.
The Dorothy C^uick Children's Room circulation continues to fluctuate. Mrs.
Talmage conducts weekly story hours and monthly film programs for both pre-school
and school age children. A projector for the films was given by Mrs. George C.
Tfilalker in memory of Mrs. Robert Gillham, who as Elizabeth Enright was a well Imown
author of children's books. Miss Grace Stephens donated a screen. Miss Stephens,
a former Board member, also contributed toward the fund for records and memorial
books.
In June the Board of Managers was hostess at a Guild Hall program and
for Mrs. Arnold Rattray, fellow Board member and writer of local history.
received an honorary doctorate in humane letters from Southampton College,
community gave due honor to her for this and for her new book "Up und Down
Street." It was a delightful evening, enjoyed by all.

reception
She had
and the
Main

Perhaps the subject most often on the Board's mind these past few jrears is
the Suffolk Cooperative Library System. In October Miss Ruth Weber, assistant
director of the System, spoke with the Board of Managers. Ip-ter a special meeting
was held at i/hich advantages and disadvantages of joining the system were discussed.
Since we were still not ready to vote on membership, vm decided, to give the problem
to the Advisory Board.

/

Mr. l«alcolm Aldrich, Chairman of that board, met >ri.th us several times, and
Jir. Lawrence A. Baker studied the contract, before calling a special meeting of
the Advisors, at which time it was suggested that a committee from the Board of
Managers visit Tilth trustees of five member libraries and make a further study.
1969 will find us visiting libraries and tiustees and it is hoped we will reach
a decision. ?fe may yet return the problem and again call on our male counterparts
for helpi
We deeply appreciate the willingness of Mr. Aldrich and the Advisory Board
to help us both with financial advice and other problems we have brought to them.
For some time we have been working on improving the outdoor lighting. New
lights were agreed on and the go-ahead given for work to start. However, their
have been delays. We earnestly hope to have the building lit by spring.
The exterior of the Purple House was painted in November and the lease with
the Tysons renewed for one y®ar.
In November the Board again acted in a social capacity - as hostess for a
Guild Hall reception honoring Amy Bassford, capable librarian and writer of mt.
She spoke informally of Thomas Moran and other gifted members of/the Moran f^iiy
and quoted from the Library's book, "Letters From Afar", edited by Mrs. Bassford
and Fritiof Fryxell.
Another outstanding gift received in 196tt was 65 shares of Standard Oil.
Given anonymously, the income is to be used for special projects. Jfe are puroh sing
a mimeograph machine and will update our science collection, especially in the
children and young adults sections.

^

^en you mlk in the library and browse among the downstairs stacks, you no
longer have to wulk lightly — the stacks and office have been beautifully carpeted
and thereby soundproofed and seemingly enlarged, thanks to Mr. Aldrich.
1968 was truly a year for thanks - giving. We had our sad times also. We
were deeply grieved by the death of Mr. George Roberts in August. Mr. Roberts
joined the Advisory Board in 1956, became its chairman in 19o3 and served in that
capacity until February I96Y. Although a very busy man he always had time for
our problems and he gave generously of his time and talent. He was instrumental
in setting up the Dickerman Memorial Fund and worl«d very hard-on this project.
We shall miss him and feel privileged to have had his friendship and his service.

Ife lost another valued advisor when kr. Nathan N. Tiffany died in January
1969. Mr. Tiffany joined the Advisory Board in 1929 and had been made an honorary
member in Febnary I966. He was very faithful in attendance at board meetings and
from 1929 until I96I performed a valuable service in auditing the Library's books
each year. The books are now audited by Irving Markowitz, CPA.
Our thanks go to the estate of Dr. Herbert F. Seyersmith for valuable
genealogical material given to the Long Island Gollectionj and
-to Bartlett, Kessler and Lockhart for an aerial map of I/5ng Islands
-to Mr. Ernek Monroe and a group of East Hampton residents who presented
the Library mth U5 volumes of ’’The American Negro His Histoiy and riterature ,
-to ?,(?rs. George Walker for "The International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences
-to the’j. M. Kaplan Fund for their contribution of $250j
-to the Eastern Gate Garden Club for planting the outside urns and decorating
the building at Christmas;
,
^ ,
-to all who responded to our annual appeal, to those who gave periodicals and
books throughout the year, and to those who helped in numerous other ways;
-to Mr. and Mrs. Chauncey for a tree in memory of Mr. Roberts;
- and our thanks for the Encyclopedia of Philosophy given in memory of
Mr. Roberts by 11 of his friends.
Thanks too, to the Board of Managers for their cooperation and their untiring
efforts - sometimes in the not so glamorous realm of incinerators, keeping after
repairs, watering ivy and statistics.
Mrs. Grace Roberts retired from the Board of ^fenagers early in 1968 after 29
years of dedicated service. As chairman of the Grounds Committee she made an outrianding contribution in beautifying the library grounds, both in planning and
carrying out the work.
We acknowledge also the great service given by Mrs. Edward H. Tillinghast in
her
years on the Board. As secretary for ten years she recorded o'lr minutes
always keeping watch that we kept on track and did not waiver from our intentions.
We shall miss her sound reasoning.
All of these efforts by the Steff, the Boards and friends in the community
fit and work tolgether to make the Library vtet it is - an
of books in an unusually beautiful building; and a
Sete^re
worked over the years to give East Hampton as fine a librapr as possible, ^ere are
Ilws nlw avenues of usefulness and 1969 will find the Library studying
future expansion of its services in order to meet growing demands and keep up its
high standard of quality service. Ideas are always pending and I'm sure
little nudges in Mrs. Ford's mind which she will pass on to us. I would like
more Ltivity S the Long Island Collection - perhaps Mrs. Henry might gi^ a se^es
Sf talks to interested young people. Additional evening hours
been
and will be considered when and if there is a demand, budget permitting. Future
n^Scirilv liin.20 on o\ir fin3.nci3.1 si*bu.s*bion*
^
Quoting from the first annual report in 1090 - ""we trust that year after ye r
the Library rill provoke and satisfy a hunger for wisdom in those who dwell an
those who tarry in East Hampton."

Respectfully submitted.
Dorothy V. Osborn, President

REGULAR ffflETING, BOARD OF MANAGERS - EAST HAI'IPTON FREE LIBRARY - k/h/S9
The regular meeting of the Board of Managers of the E.H. Free Library
was held on April h, 196?, at 2:30 P.M. in the Board Room.

Mrs. Osborn

welcomed one of our new members, Mrs. Arm Jones Light, and explained Library
policies.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.

The

Treasweris Report was presented and accepted. The Treasurer was empowered
on motion duly passed,
/to purchase a $10,000. Bond from either Kansas City power and Ught, Southern
California Edison, or Virginia Electric, whichever yields the most, with the
gift to the Library from Mr. George Roberts.

The Comprehensive Plan for East

Hampton's futiore was again discussed, and the view was expressed that perhaps
this Library should make plans for a parking lot for its own patrons at some
future date, thus possibly eliminating involvement in plans for a public
parking lot on the Library grounds.
which included a request for a

Mrs. Ford read her Director's Report,
salary increase for the staff.

The com

bined Finance and Planning Committees will meet to consider this matter.
Mrs. Ford also suggested the possibility of purchasing a new record holder
.:ith memorial gifts in memory of i'fr, Percy Ingalls.

Mrs. Ford will write

the Ingalls family to ascertain if this would meet with their approval, and
we will also wait another month to see if further donations are received.

At

present we have $90.00.
Mrs. Ford stated that Library Week is April 21 through 26.

It is planned

to have our annual book sale on Friday afternoon from 2 to 9 P.M. and Saturday
morning at 11 until 5:30 P.M.

A schedule was circulated for members to sign

up for ijork on this project.
In connection with Mrs. Ford's maternity leave of absence, a motion was
duly passed that Mrs. Ford hire Mr. Eamon McDonough for the month of August
at her present salary.
It was suggested that the Suffolk Co-operative Library System Committee
p-i the Brochure Committee should be'making definite plans in the near future.
A motion was duly passed that the meeting be adjourned.
^__

_________

ANONA L. HAIL, Rec. Sec'y,

REGULAR meeting, BOARD OF MANAGERS, E.H.FREE LIBRARY - 5/1/69

^

The Board of Managers of the E.H.Free Library held its regular
meeting on Thursday, May 1, at 2:30 in the Board Room.

The minutes

of the previous meeting were read and approved, the Treasurer's Report
was presented and the Treasurer stated that she had piorchased Kansas
City Light at a total cost of 010,252.52.
the report was accepted.

Upon motion diily passed

Mrs. Ford read the L.I.Librarian's Report

and her Director's Report.

Upon motion duly passed, Mrs. Ford was

authorized to order a record cabinet, to be paid for with the income
from our Standard Oil stock from an anonymous donor.
Mrs. Hopkinson discussed with the Board the brochure to be made
up, and a motion was duly passed that the committee plan a new style
similar to a sample which she had presented.
Ilrs. Day and Mrs. Talmage will purchase shrubs to hide the lights
in oior new lighting system.
The A.A.U.W. has requested use of a shelf in the Library for some
of their material, and the Corr. Sec'y. will write advising them of our
policy of not keeping anything in the Library which is not owned by the
Library.
Mr. Andrew Fiske is resigning his position with the S.C.L.S. and we
hafee been invited to make a recommendation for a replacement.

The Corr.

Sec'y. will write saying that since we are not members of the system, we
do not wish to make any recommendation.
The advisability of requesting a further appropriation from the
School Board

was discussed, and Mrs. Osborn will write Mr. Aldrich

suggesting that he call a meeting of the Advisory Board to meet with the
Finance Committee to discuss this further.
The meeting was adjourned.
ANONA L. HALL
(Mrs. Mark Hall), Rec. Sec'y.

MII'WTES OF REGUUR MEETING - 6/5/69
The Board of Managers of the E.H, Free Library held its regular
meeting on June 5, at 2:30, in the Board Room.

The minutes of ttae

previous meeting were read and approvedj the Treasurer’s Report was
presented and accepted) i-irs, Ford read the L*I;Librari^’s Report
and her Director’s Report.
Mrs, Ham reported on the meeting with the Advisory Board.

In

accordance with recommendations, a motion was duly passed that we do
not seek a further appropriation of funds from the School District,
Also in accordance with recommendations from the Advisory Board,
a motion was duly passed that the Treasurer be empctrered to purchase
certain Savings Accounts in
U.S.Treasury Notes with the money presently in/the Valley National
Bank1 interest has been received.
Miss Starkey reported for the Grounds Committee, and after pre
sentation of certain facts and fignores, a motion was duly passed that
she look into the feasibility of purchasing a recirculating system for
the garden fountain and that she be empowered to spend approxiiaately $100.
memorial
In c(»mection wilh/gifts to the Library, it was decided to send a
letter ^nce a yea^ to severs.! people who give frequently, and also that
certain large gifts should be acknowledged with a "special” letter.
f'irs. Hopkinson stated that the appeal brochure is ready for printing,
and stated that the Bridgeharapton Press has a service of sealing and stair^:ing vrhich xfill cost us approximately $lj.,00.

We will purchase this service.

Miss Starkey and Mrs. i'almage volunteered to arrange some fla-rers for
for
June 19, when approscimately 200 members of tte L.I.A«feH|«arfeiea* Society wait
the Preservation of Long Island Antiquities will
‘ fes. Henry will go to a conference in Cooperstcwn,if her budget pennits
A motiOTi was duly passed that Mrs. Ford purchase a 'Who<s Who” with
$50,00 given by Mr, Edison in memory of Percy Ingalls, and that the remain
ing $30.00 which has been contributed in Mr. Ingall's memory be put into
the Endownment Fund, and that in the futtu'e, unspecified donations, unless
othenvise decided ly the Board of Fianagers, will be put into the Endowment
Fund,

Mrs, Ford will bring letters accompanying memorial gifts to the

monthly meetings of the Board for the Board’s decision as to their
dispqaitien#
The meeting Was adjourned,
ANOHA L. HALL, Rec,See*y,
(Mrs, Mark Hall)

BEGULAR MEETING -'July 3, I969
The Board of Managers of the East Hampton Free Library met
in the Board,Room on July 3, I969, with the president, Mrs.Charles Osborn,
presiding. Eleven members were present.
The minutes of the June meeting were read and accepted, and the
Treasurer's report was presented by Mrs, Laspia, accepted, and placed on file,
Mrs. Ford gave the Director's report which showed a continued rise
in book circulation. She also read Mrs. Henry's Long Island Room Report.
Mrs. Henry will attend the New York State Historical Association Seminar
in American Culture from July 6 through 12 held at Cooperstown, N.Y. Our
former L.I.Room Librarian, Mrs, Amy Bassford, will be on duty. She will
also be available when extra help is needed during the time Mrs. Ford is
absent on maternity leave.
Mrs. Pool has received and deposited in the bank $UUO,00, the
response so far from the Appeal letters. A, contribution of $100.00 was
received from the Executive Comm, of "Old East Hampton", It was sent as
an acknowledgment of the appreciation they feel for the good work the
Library is doing for the Village. The Secretary was asked to write them
a note of thanks.
The Grounds Committee reported the need for a motor for the re
circulation of water for the garden pool.
The Purple House Committee reported that Mrs. Tyson had called
about the hedge between the Purple House and the Library, asking that the
unsightly dead section be removed. The Committee will have this attended
to without delay.
a
A discussion of/wage raise for the Page followed. It was voted
to raise her pay from $1.15 an hour to $1.25, Joyce Grabowski from $1.55
to $1.65, Linda Demmers $1.80, and $1.80 for Joan McDonough - both girls
have been doing desk work this summer. Mrs. Bassford will receive $3.75
per hotir. Mrs. Hohl, assistant in the Children's Room for Jiily and August
will receive $2,U0 per hour.
A letter was received from Mr. Malcolm Aldrich in response to one
written him about the Dickerman Fund account. He favored the plan for the
Library Finance Committee to handle this fiind as a Custodian Account, but
it will remain as it is at present through the rest of the year,
A letter was received from Mr, Jacob Kaplan suggesting the Library
strive to raise $25,000. to serve as a fund for unforeseen needs. If the
Library would raise $20,000. he woiild make a gift to the fund of $5,000.
Mrs. Osborn will communicate with the Advisoiy Board and report their reaction
Oil bids will be advertised for in the Star for the coming year,
to be received in time for the August meeting and awarded by September 1.
The meeting was adjourned.
JEAN E, DAYTON, Rec.Secy.Pro Tern

REGULAR MEETING - August 7, I969
The regular meeting of the E.H. Free Library Board of Managers
was held Augudt 7 in the Board Ro®n of the Library with 13 members present.
Mrs. George Roberts who had been invited to attend the meeting as an
Honorary member was greeted by the President. Mrs. Harold Nichols sent
her regrets but hopes to attend the September meeting.
The Secretary's report was read and approved. Mrs. Laspia pre
sented the Treasurer's report for July, which was also accepted.
Mrs. Ford , though on leave of absence, attended the meeting and
read her report. This showed an increase of l,76o books circulated this July
over July, 1968. The all-time record for circulation was reached Jxily 22
when 1,013 books were borrowed, and July 7 was a runner-up with 995 books.
Mrs. Talmage reported on the summer reading pro^pi'am for children,
which had 260 members registered for Jxily, a very gratifying figure. This
number for one month is fifty more than the entire summer of I968, Perhaps
the high percentage of poor beach days helped to spur on the youthful readers
as well as the noticeable expansion of the summer population. Miss Hohl is
compiling a list of the books in the Dorothy Quick Collection which are in
the book cases in the Dorothy Quick Room.
Mr. Eamon McDonough has most capably and pleasantly filled the
Director's position for August and we were fortmate that he was available
at this biisy time of year. Mrs. Ford is reading the new book reviews and
ordering the new books with Mir. McDonough cooperating.
The Long Island Room report of Mrs. Henry was also read by Mrs.
Ford. Mrs. Henry attended the Seminars in American Culture given by the
New York State Historical Association in Cooperstown, N.Y. from July 6-12.
One course was "Practical Graphics of Communications" and another "The Art
of the Films What's Happened?"'. Sixty filsm were shown all of which may be
obtained through Albary for public showing.
Mrs. Bassford and Mrs. Geus have made an overall plan for pro
ceeding with the Seversmith material. The check from the Seversmith estate
has been received.
Mrs. Day made the anppy announcement of the receipt of a check for
$3*000. in answer to the Appeal letter sent to Mrs. George Walker, She read
the letter accori5)anying this very generous gift in which Mrs. Walker stated
we were not to consider this as an annual gift but as a sum to bb spent on
special acquisitions which will remain in the Library, One suggestion is
that part of the sum should be spent for reference books liiich are needed
and the purchase of extra copies of new books in big demand, especially in
summer when the need is greatest,
Mrs. Frod suggested new reference books relating to Real Estate
and Business Management as well as Scienoe and Technology, fields in which
^the Library is definitely lacking,
'
Mrs. Day made some further suggestions - that the Library acquire
a Zerox machine costing $1,970,,and that $100. be spent for extra copies of
good new books. The New York Times in microfilm, with index, for three years

jT,

It
|
|

1

would cost about $1,500. Some tables and chairs for young adults would
also be very useful. Acquiring the reference books was sanctioned. The
furniture is riot an immediate necessity, and the importance of the Times
microfilm to our library requires further consideration, Mrs. Walker will
be kept informed of the uses we make of her gift. Mrs. Osborn has written
to express o\jr appreciation.
Miss Morgan reported there have been 200 donors to date who have
responded to our appeal letter with the gifts totalling $7,2U9.00, $3,000.
of this sum being the gift of Mrs. Walker,
The Society fur the Preservation of L.I. Antiquities which visited
East Han5)ton and included the Library in their itinerary, sent a check for
$50, in appreciation of the welcome extended by 1lie Library,
TJie House committee reported fhe front doors which were ordered
have vanished in transport and the weather-stripping awaits the arrival of
the doors.
The Grounds Committee has been active with Mr, Whittemore re
moving the big stump, trimming dead wood from the elms and horsechestnut.
The beautiful tulip tree has been cleared of dead wood and braces put where
needed. Slate slabs have been placed in front of the book drop, and the
hedge cut in response to Mrs. Tyson’s request. The electric swithh for the
water circulation in the pool will be installed in the office.
Some very nice gifts of books have been received.
In response to Mrs. Osborn’s letter to Mr. Malcolm Aldrich con
cerning the suggestion from Mr. Kaplan of the raising of $20,000, for a
•‘cushion fund” with his donation of $5,000., the doubt was raised that we
could do so at this time but we appreciate Mr. Kaplan's offer and interest,
Mr. Lawrence Baker sent a letter and papers regarding the Dickerraan
Cup Fund given to the Maidstone Club by Mr. Dickerman which now has a larger
income than is needed for the cup, which was the original intention. The
Club would like the approval fif the Library for using the extra money for the
purchase of other trophies. Since Guild Hall would be the beneficiary with
the Library second should the money not be used by the Club, a resolution
was moved and adop^d that the Library consent to a wider interpretation of
the Dickerman bequest. Papers were accordingly signed by the President and
Secretary,
The Board of Education contract for $20,000. was received by
Mrs. Osborn. This constitutes the support given by School District #1
to the E.H. Free Library for the year 1969-70.
Ihe meeting was adjourned.
JEAN E. DAYTON, Corr. Sec’y,
(Bee. Sec’y, Pro Tern)

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEEHNG - 9A/69
The Board of Managers of the E.H. Free Library held its regular
meeting on September U, 1969^ at 2c30» in the Muraford Room.

The minutes

of the previous meeting were read and approved, with correction^, the Treas
urer's Report was read and acceptedi Mrs. Ford read Mr. i^cDonough's and
Mrs. Henry’s Reports.
Miss Morgan reported that 2I4.2 donors had contributed $8,060.50
to our Appeal as of September U.
Miss Starkey, in reporting for the Grounds Committee, stated that
it will cost at least $100. and quite possibly more, to brace the tulip tree,
and that there has been so much in the way of tinusual expense this year that
expenditures will exceed the budget.

The suggestions were made that the Corr.

Secy, write the L.V.I.S. requesting that their Budget Comm, consider a donation
to assist us in this respect, and also that we replace, if possible, the sign
defining the “Osborne Memorial Green", or have a new one made, if necessary,
and also that Mrs. Osborn request the Staff to have the Library lighting come
on earlier in the evening and be on every evening.
Our Finance Committee will talk with Mr. Aldrich to consider draft
ing a letter to Mr. Kaplan to the effect that we would appreciate having his
proposed gift of $5,000, but without the stipulation that we raise $20,000.
Mrs. Ham will write to several libraries to ascertain their salary
schedules in order that the Finance Comm, may know how our schedule compares
with other con^jarable libraries.
The Corr. Sec'y. was requested to write Mr. Thurman Wilkins of
Columbia University giving him permission to quote from “Home Thoughts from
Afar" in a magazine article which he is writing for the magazine “Montana".
The meeting was adjourned,
ANONA L. HALL, Corr. Sec'y.

^

o

REGULAR MEETING - October 2, I969

The Boarfi of Managers of the E.H. Free Library held a regular meeting
on October 2, 1969, at 2s30 in the Board Room,
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
The Treasurer's report was presented and accepted with thanks,
Mrs, Henry read the Director's Report and the L,I, Room Report,
The Corresponding Secretary was requested to write Mrs, Betty Kuss,
stating that we do not wish to part with our copy of the Charter of The
for
Life Saving Benevolent Association of New York/which she had offered to
trade us two Architectural Forums magazines.
The Corresponding Secretary was requested to write Mr, Leroy Ramsey
to the effect that we cannot continue copying and foiwarding material on
the Negro, which Mrs. Henry has been doing at some great length, since
we are short-handed in the Library at this time, and it is too time-consuming,
for purchase
Mr. Abbe has offered/a very old book to us, but since we now have
copies which are almost identical, the Board suggested that Mrs, Henry write
him declining the offer,
Mrs. Rattray will tell Mrs, Henry that she may order a file cabinet for
the L,I,Room to house some of the Seversmith material.
The Library staff has requested that the hours be changed from 11 to 5i30
to 10s30 to ^sOO,

Board members will survey this situation and the Staff

will be requested to s^H•vey it more closely, and a decision will be made
at a later date,
the
The suggestion was made that aiR«%heF Book Drop be placed nearer to the
front door.

This problem was referred to the House Coram, for investigation,

A patron has requested that he be permitted to purchase a Lifetime
Membership.

The matter was discussed, and Mrs, Henry will inform him that

at present we do not have lifetime memberships.

A.

A request has been made that we employ certain handicapped children
in the Library, their remuneration to be made from Government funds, but
the Board did not consider it expedient to atteir^jt such a project at this
time when we are laboring under difficulties with skeleton personnel
since
and also that we are an institution operating with public funds,
Mrs, Osborn will look into the necessity for some part-time help.
Miss Morgan reported that 253 donors had contributed $8,262.50 to
oxir J^peal letter.
The House Committee reported that the new doors for the Library
should arrive most anytime now,
Mrs. Vetault reported that she had contacted Mr. John Acquino,
who had worked on the Library while under construction aeid they will
pursue tile possibility of acquiring a de-humidifier or some other means
of dealing with the problem of mold which occurred this past summer.
Upon motion duly passed, the Purple House will again be leased to
Mrs, Tyson for one year at the same price.
The meeting was adjourned.
AMONA. L, HALL, Rec.Sec'y,
Corr.Sec'y.Pro Tfera

MINUTES OP REGULAR J'EETING^ E.H.FREE LIBRARY BOARD OF MAimOERS - 11/6/69
The Board of Managers of the East Hampton Free Library held its
regular meeting on November 6, 1969, at 2:30 in the Mumford Room.
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. The Treas
urer's Report was presented and a motion was passed that it be accepted.
iirs. Henry gave the Director’s Report, as a result of which
motions
TOre duly passed that as of December 1st the Library will close at 5 P.M.
for the winter months, and also that November 28 and 29 will be "Moratorivim
Days" during which all fines will be forgiven on books brought back to the
Library, as an inducement to get back a considerable number of long-overdue
books. Mrs. Henry read her Long Island Librarian's Report, in which she
recommended that Dorothy Quick's valuable autograph books and also some
limited editions and autographed books now' on display be kept locked. Also,
Mr. Seversmith had left instructions 1fet a book on Bushwick, L.I. should be
sent to the Library of Congress, and Pirs. Henry was given permission to
have the book copied by Xerox.
Miss Morgan reported that 26U donors had contributed $8,602.50 as a
result of our Appeal latter.
Pirs. Pool will continue to check on the new front doors, and also
purchase another book drop to be placed near the present one instead of
near the door.
iirs. Talmage xirill check with
incinerator moved, since it is destroying some of the shrubbery nearby.
The Purple House lease has been given us for signatures.
Mrs. Rattray announced a gift to the Long Island Collection of a
Journal kept by the Rev. Morgan Dix labile he was a student at Colxmibia
. 'p Univei^ty^^.Mr. Dix is a member of an old E.H. family and was Rector
*1^ of Trinity Church in^New York for I|6 years. Mrs. Rattray has had a
request for permission to microfilm some whaler's 1
’
' '’3 Long
Island Room, but she will obtain further details on
3 beforepermission is granted.
Mrs. Osborn appointed the folla^jing to the Nominating Committee;
Mrs. Ham, Mrs. Laspia, and Mrs. Light.
The Budget Committee meeting is to be held on November 17.
The Garden Club (Eastern Gate) has suggested that the urns now on
the patio be moved to the front of the Library where they can be more
readily enjoyed. J^irs, Talmage will attend to this matter.
The meeting was adjourned.
ANONA L. HALL, Recording Secretaiy

MUrom OF MIGUIIH !®ETING, BOARD CT MAKAj®RS, E.H.FREE LIHIART - 12A/6?
ISie B«Ard of Haiiagers of lihe East Hainptm ftes Liteaiy held its
regtilar ineeting cai Dec. U at 2:30 in -toe Mumford Room.

The minutes

of -Uie previous meeting yaere read and approved, A motion was duly
passed that the House Ccmanittee look in the Book Drop problem and
purchase whatever is needed and place wherever most satisfactory.
The Treasurer’s Report was approved, vpon motion duly passed.

Mrs.

Ford read the L,I.Librarian’s Report and her Director’s Report,

A

A motionwas duly passed that $1,597*50 of Mrs, Walker's gift be
used to purchase the following:

the Mew York Times on microfilm for

the years 1968, 1969, and 1970, at a cost of $l,U20,00j the Merritt
Encyclopedia for $l50*00j and Congress in The Nation for $27.50;
balance will be used at a later date, a portion

The

of it for books

on real estate and business, and some for extra books on great demand
during the summer months. Mrs. Osborn will write Mrs. Walker to this
effect,
A motion was diily passed that as of January 1, borrowers will be
requested to pay 50 for postal reserve cards.
The Library will be closed all day December 2U, 25, and January 1.

I

Miss Morgan reported 286 donors had contributed $8,91:2.50.
The House Committee was authorized to replace puttying in the
Cloister, and have tar spots removed from the rugs.
Mrs. Rattray reported that Mr. Robert Carse wishes to will his
manuscript of "A Cold Corner of Hell",which he considers to be his most
important book, to the Library, along x^rith his marine charts and librar
The Corresponding Secretary was requested to accept this offer with tharZ,:.
f
in a letter to Mr. Carse, and also to write a letter to the Dix family in
appreciation and thanks for the Journal of Morgan Dix offered last month.,
The Board reviewed the Estimated Budget for 1970, which \:pon motion
was accepted.

Also, upon motion duly passed, the Treasurer was authors

to transfer funds as needed from the Operating to the Savings Accomt at
the close of the year, at her discretion.

She will put $j,OCO, into the

Pension Fund,
A motion was passed that the usual Christmas gifts be given to the
Staff.
The Nominating Committee gave a preliminary report for consideration
Mrs. Henry was requested to tell i»ir. Fonda that he may do the de
sired microfilming of the Whalers' Logs, which he had requested recently..
The meeting was adjourned.
ANONA L, HALL, Recording Secretary

