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Johann Baptist Homann, Map of New England, c. 1716
If you consider yourself a map aficionado, then you'll be excited to learn that the East
Hampton Library's Long Island Collection acquired two new maps last month. The first
is Nova Anglia Novum Belgium et Virginia, a 1637 map of the East Coast of North
America (from the Carolinas to Nova Scotia), by Dutch cartographer Johannes
Janssonius (alternately known as Jan Janssonius or Jan Jansson).
It's believed that Janssonius' map relied on an earlier 1630 map by Dutch
geographer Joannes de Laet, which is considered the source map for New England
and the Northeast, being the first to name Manhattan, New Amsterdam (New York
City), and Massachusetts in any form. Both maps gave the depiction of the coastline
for the time period and are some of the earliest maps to record English settlement in

New England and Dutch settlement along the Hudson River.
The second map, seen above, is Nova Anglia Septentrionali Americae implantata
Anglorumique coloniis florentissima by prominent German geographer and
cartographer Johann Baptist Homann. This 1716 map of New England, New York, and
New Jersey actually covers a wider area, ranging from Canada to Delaware Bay, and
from Philadelphia to Nova Scotia.
The map also identifies both European and Native American settlements through
the use of drawings or circles, as well as depicts depth soundings, shoals, and banks
significant for maritime travel along the coastline. In the drawing in the bottom righthand corner, one sees a European merchant trading rifles, tools, and other goods with
a Native American man for beaver pelts. The North American fur trade, which reached
its height in the 19th century, became one of the main economic objectives in North
America and was the driving force behind both settlement and trade in 17th and 18th
century New England. The map, like many early examples, is not without its errors, but
is considered a significant piece of cartography.

EXP L O RE MO RE
The Digital Long Island Collection is part of New York Heritage Digital Collections.
Included are searchable scans of deeds, drawings, etchings, inventories, letters,
maps, paintings, pardons, patents, photographs, plans, postcards, prints, sculptures,
sketches, textiles, tiles, yearbooks and more to come.
The East Hampton Star Archive is a fully searchable, online digital archive of our
local weekly newspaper, that features each complete issue of the paper from 19181968, exactly as it appeared in print. Visit the archive online, for a tour of our Town's
history that will fascinate both the amateur and professional historian!
The Karl Grossman Research Archive is an extensive collection of materials
digitized from the personal archive of Karl Grossman, an investigative reporter,
columnist, author, and current professor of journalism at SUNY Old Westbury. The
archive brings together a decades long career in reporting and journalism with topics
ranging from the economy and pollution to fishing and East Hampton Town. Patrons
are capable of searching this 9,500+ item collection by collection name, year, title, or
keyword search.
The Local Artist Research Archive is a collection of over 19,000 items digitized from
Guild Hall, containing materials including personal letters, photographs, news
clippings, and art catalogs concerning artists of the East End. Patrons are capable of
searching this archive by collection, title, or keyword search.

Welcome to the Long Island Collection's "Item of the Week."
We are an archive dedicated to the history and people of Long Island, with
a special interest in all things East Hampton and East End. Unlike some
small local history rooms in other public libraries, we have over 100,000
items including, but not limited to, rare books, maps, photographs, deeds,
postcards, letters, newspapers, and whaling logs. We also have a
dedicated and hardworking staff ready to help you with any questions you
may have. Unable to make it to the library? No problem! We upload
images from the collection to Digital Long Island on a weekly basis, so
there's always something new and interesting to behold.
Please visit us at the Library, make use of our extensive online digital resources, or contact us
for assistance. Public hours are: Mon. - Tues. and Thurs. - Sat., 1:00-4:30 p.m.
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