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Indenture of Daniel to Nathaniel Huntting, East Hampton, 1747
In 1747, Daniel, "son of Jane, Indian Squaw, formerly a servant of Mr. David
Gardiner of the Isle of Wight [Gardiner's Island]" signed this indenture to Nathaniel
Huntting (1730-1801) for fifteen years' service. An indenture is a legal contract

that reflects or covers a debt or purchase obligation. In this context, it refers to an
indentured servant's status. While indentures were fairly commonplace in colonial
America, this particular one was a bit unusual because it involved Native
Americans and specified expectations for Daniel's conduct during his contract.
Gardiner's Island, like other Long Island manors, relied on Native Americans
and enslaved labor to operate. It's unclear whether Daniel's mother was a free
indigenous person who worked for the Gardiner family or if her servitude was also
indentured or even enslaved. On March 4, 1747/8, when his indenture was
signed, Jane received forty shillings, and in 1754/5, when Daniel's indenture
began, she received an additional forty shillings. Although Daniel's indenture
doesn't begin for almost seven years and payment is given to his mother, Daniel
was probably still fairly young at the time. At the end of his indenture, Daniel
himself received four pounds or equal value of crops and clothes he wore during
this service period.
His indenture stipulated he "do no damage to his s[ai]d master nor permit it to
be done by others without preventing or giving notice of it to s[ai]d master, he
shall not waste his master's goods...he shall not absent himself day or night from
his master's service, without his [master's] leave, not haunt alehouses or taverns,
but in all things behave himself...." While these were not unusual expectations for
an indenture, detailing them speaks to their realities.
Isaac Mulford Huntting, Nathaniel's first cousin, and William Conkling Junior
witnessed the agreement and while neither Daniel or Jane could sign their
names, both made their marks for their signatures. What became of Daniel after
his indenture remains unknown.
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Included are searchable scans of deeds, drawings, etchings, inventories, letters,
maps, paintings, pardons, patents, photographs, plans, postcards, prints, sculptures,
sketches, textiles, tiles, yearbooks and more to come.
The East Hampton Star Archive is a fully searchable, online digital archive of our
local weekly newspaper, that features each complete issue of the paper from 19181968, exactly as it appeared in print. Visit the archive online, for a tour of our Town's
history that will fascinate both the amateur and professional historian!
The Karl Grossman Research Archive is an extensive collection of materials
digitized from the personal archive of Karl Grossman, an investigative reporter,
columnist, author, and current professor of journalism at SUNY Old Westbury. The
archive brings together a decades long career in reporting and journalism with topics
ranging from the economy and pollution to fishing and East Hampton Town. Patrons
are capable of searching this 9,500+ item collection by collection name, year, title, or
keyword search.
The Local Artist Research Archive is a collection of over 19,000 items digitized from
Guild Hall, containing materials including personal letters, photographs, news
clippings, and art catalogs concerning artists of the East End. Patrons are capable of
searching this archive by collection, title, or keyword search.
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