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Petition of Zebedee Osborn to the General Assembly of Connecticut, 1781
On September 11, 1781, seven years after Long Island was overrun by British troops,
Zebedee Osborn petitioned the Connecticut State Legislature (see above), requesting
permission to return to his home in East Hampton, New York. Like many Long
Islanders at the time, he fled British occupation after signing a local circulation of the
Continental Association in 1775, which was a document supporting independence.
According to Frederic Mather's book, The Refugees of 1776 from Long Island to
Connecticut, Osborn arrived by boat in East Haddam, Connecticut in September of
that year. As refugees, Long Islanders in Connecticut often applied to the Connecticut
State Legislature for permission to travel across enemy lines to tend to their homes
and businesses. Zebedee Osborn went through this application process more than

once, previously applying in March of 1780 to go to Long Island for flax.
By September of 1781, the war seemed to be dragging on indefinitely for many and
Osborn was clearly feeling the strain of trying to support his family as a refugee. His
petition focused on the financial burdens that drove him back home to a hostile
situation. In his petition, Osborn indicated that his family, including his wife, three
daughters, and one son, were with him at the time. In addition, he also had two milk
cows, three pigs, two yearling horses, some sheep, and ten bushels each of wheat,
corn, and rye. All of which were inventoried, as they needed to be transported by boat,
which in some cases were basically rowboats.
Long Island would remain occupied until November of 1783, when the last British
troops left the United States, but Osborn was able to return to East Hampton before
the war was over, since he appears as a witness on another deed in 1782.
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are capable of searching this 9,500+ item collection by collection name, year, title, or
keyword search.
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