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Sale of a 1/2 Acre Parcel by Captain Jeremiah Osborn
to Ned, a Free Black Man, 1804
Ned's story is a lesson in noticing what's left out of the historical record. He had no last name, but as of
November 12, 1804, he owned half an acre of property in East Hampton. According to the above deed,
Jeremiah Osborn granted Ned, a "free black man," land in an area identified as "Sandy Hook" near
Freetown, which was a community of freedmen established by the Gardiner family. No price is
recorded, which could mean the land was gifted, bartered, or the price was unimportant.
Ned had to be a free person to own property. We can estimate Ned was released from slavery
between 1784 and 1799. Ned rang the church bells for the East Hampton Town Trustees from 1780

until 1816, usually named in the Trustees' Records as "Ned, negro." However, in the 1784 Trustees'
Records, Ned appears as "Jeremiah Osborn's Ned," suggesting he is still an enslaved person. By
1799, he appears on a church membership roster as "freeman."
We know nothing of Ned's family, or the work he did for Jeremiah Osborn, although there is reason
to hope this could change. The little information we have on Ned largely stemmed from interest in his
gravestone, erected in 1817, recognizing his work as a "faithful Negro manservant to Capt. Jeremiah
Osborn." Researchers worked for years to find Ned's grave, concluding he was probably buried on his
own property. The identification of his burial site off Morris Park Lane was celebrated in 2016.
As incomplete as Ned's story may feel, the records we do have about his work, his property, and his
burial tell us a great deal at a time when people of color were routinely omitted from the record and
increased awareness of his story has only added to his history.
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The Digital Long Island Collection is part of New York Heritage Digital Collections. Included
are searchable scans of deeds, drawings, etchings, inventories, letters, maps, paintings, pardons,
patents, photographs, plans, postcards, prints, sculptures, sketches, textiles, tiles, yearbooks and
more to come.
The East Hampton Star Archive is a fully searchable, online digital archive of our local weekly
newspaper, that features each complete issue of the paper from 1918-1968, exactly as it appeared in
print. Visit the archive online, for a tour of our Town's history that will fascinate both the amateur and
professional historian!
The Karl Grossman Research Archive is an extensive collection of materials digitized from the
personal archive of Karl Grossman, an investigative reporter, columnist, author, and current professor
of journalism at SUNY Old Westbury. The archive brings together a decades long career in reporting
and journalism with topics ranging from the economy and pollution to fishing and East Hampton Town.
Patrons are capable of searching this 9,500+ item collection by collection name, year, title, or keyword
search.
The Local Artist Research Archive is a collection of over 19,000 items digitized from Guild Hall,
containing materials including personal letters, photographs, news clippings, and art catalogs
concerning artists of the East End. Patrons are capable of searching this archive by collection, title, or
keyword search.
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