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 Portrait of Jonathan Allen Bennett,
1835-1863

 Letter from Jonathan A. Bennett 
to James Bennett, 1863

Do you have something you would like to share with the Long Island Collection that you consider historically
significant or interesting, but aren't willing to part with? This portrait photograph of Jonathan Allen Bennett of 
East Hampton, along with a series of letters he wrote home during the Civil War, are just a few examples of 
some items that have been lent to the Long Island Collection for digitization and then returned, which help to
further illuminate the people and history of our Town by making it more widely accessible to the public. 
"Bennett" is one of East Hampton's oldest names and one of its largest families. They are said to have first 
come to Long Island in the spring of 1639 with Lion Gardiner and lived, at first, on Gardiner's Island. They later
settled at Three Mile Harbor at Squaw Cove and Northwest. Jonathan Bennett was an 8th generation member 
of the family; a son of whaleman William Jackson Bennett and Phebe Miller. He served in the 127th New York
Infantry (also known as The Monitors) during the Civil War and later died on September 11th, 1863, in a camp
hospital in Folly Island, South Carolina, which was a major staging area for Union troops in the Charleston 
region. Jonathan was only 18 years old.
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photographs, plans, postcards, prints, sculptures, sketches, textiles, tiles, yearbooks and more to come. 

The East Hampton Star Archive is a fully searchable, online digital archive of our local weekly newspaper, 
that features each complete issue of the paper from 1918-1968, exactly as it appeared in print. Visit the 
archive online, for a tour of our Town's history that will fascinate both the amateur and professional historian!

Welcome to the Long Island Collection's "Item of the Week." We are an archive dedicated 
to the history and people of Long Island, w ith a special interest in all things East Hampton 
and East End. Unlike some small local history rooms in other public libraries, w e have over 
100,000 items including, but not limited to, rare books, maps, photographs, deeds, postcards, 
letters, new spapers, and w haling logs. 
 
We also have a dedicated and hardw orking staff ready to help you w ith any questions you 
may have. Unable to make it to the library? No problem! We upload images from the collection to
Digital Long Island on a w eekly basis, so there's alw ays something new  and interesting to behold. 

Please visit us at the Library, make use of our extensive online digital resources, or contact us for assistance. 
Our public hours are Mon.-Tues. and Thurs.-Sat. 1:00-4:30 p.m. 

Gina Piastuck, Department Head, Long Island Collection
gina@easthamptonlibrary.org  |  (631) 324-0222 ext. 4 
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