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Wouldn't you love to know who owned the most valuable property in town? This week,
federal taxes are due, providing an excellent opportunity to talk about the value of tax
records for historical information.
The Long Island Collection has inventories of East Hampton Town taxpayers that
were updated every three years between 1799 and 1883. These three-year intervals

were required by the 1799 New York State "Act for the Assessment and Collection of
Taxes," which created many of the directions for compiling the 1811 taxpayer list
shown above.
Just like census data, tax lists offer genealogists information about who resided in
East Hampton Town. When heirs of an individual were named, as in the case for
William Bennett and John Edwards, we know the individual has died. Records of
"nonresidents," like Hugh Gelston, who owned a store in Sag Harbor, or Montauk
landowners Benjamin Coleman and David Hedges, can help position property
referenced elsewhere.
By the time of this 1811 assessment, it appears that both real and personal
property were being taxed at just over 23 cents per hundred dollars. The 1799 act
named assessment values for personal property like carriages, livestock, gold
watches, brass clocks, wagon wheels, slaves and boats. Personal property included
"utensils" not used for militia purposes, farming, or other trades and professions. An
exemption was made for ship cargo.
The combined value of all assessed property in the Town of East Hampton totaled
$307,820 and generated $718.27 in tax income. That income went to state taxes,
along with supporting schools and the poor.
And who paid the most for property? That was John Lyon Gardiner, the Proprietor of
Gardiner's Island, who owned $55,700 worth of property. The next largest valuations
were applied to Huntting Miller and Jeremiah Osborn, who owned $7,760 and $6,360 in
property, respectively. Everyone else in East Hampton Town owned less that $4,700 of
property.

EXP L O RE MO RE
The Digital Long Island Collection is part of New York Heritage Digital Collections.
Included are searchable scans of deeds, drawings, etchings, inventories, letters,
maps, paintings, pardons, patents, photographs, plans, postcards, prints, sculptures,
sketches, textiles, tiles, yearbooks and more to come.
The East Hampton Star Archive is a fully searchable, online digital archive of our
local weekly newspaper, that features each complete issue of the paper from 19181968, exactly as it appeared in print. Visit the archive online, for a tour of our Town's
history that will fascinate both the amateur and professional historian!
The Karl Grossman Research Archive is an extensive collection of materials
digitized from the personal archive of Karl Grossman, an investigative reporter,
columnist, author, and current professor of journalism at SUNY Old Westbury. The
archive brings together a decades long career in reporting and journalism with topics
ranging from the economy and pollution to fishing and East Hampton Town. Patrons
are capable of searching this 9,500+ item collection by collection name, year, title, or
keyword search.
The Local Artist Research Archive is a collection of over 19,000 items digitized from
Guild Hall, containing materials including personal letters, photographs, news
clippings, and art catalogs concerning artists of the East End. Patrons are capable of
searching this archive by collection, title, or keyword search.

Welcome to the Long Island Collection's "Item of the Week."
We are an archive dedicated to the history and people of Long Island, with
a special interest in all things East Hampton and East End. Unlike some
small local history rooms in other public libraries, we have over 100,000
items including, but not limited to, rare books, maps, photographs, deeds,
postcards, letters, newspapers, and whaling logs. We also have a dedicated

and hardworking staff ready to help you with any questions you may have.
Unable to make it to the library? No problem! We upload images from the
collection to Digital Long Island on a weekly basis, so there's always
something new and interesting to behold.
Please visit us at the Library, make use of our extensive online digital
resources, or contact us for assistance. Public hours are: Mon. - Tues. and
Thurs. - Sat., 1:00-4:30 p.m.
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