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"Ex Libris/Maude Sherwood Jewett" by John H. Jewett
Can you remember the first time you officially assigned ownership to something? Perhaps you signed your
name on a doodle you made of the family dog or wrote it on your favorite football (to make it clear, in no
uncertain terms, that it was yours). However, most would probably recall writing their name inside a cherished
book. In this regard, nothing is more official than a bookplate, which is simply a label, sometimes decorative,
pasted inside a book to show ownership. Bookplates may appear antiquated to some today, but they serve a
purpose in that they not only indicate ownership, but provenance (meaning origin). The above bookplate was
designed by John Howard Jewett (1902-1986) for his mother Maude Sherwood Jewett (1873-1953), most
likely in the 1930's. Mrs. Jewett was an American sculptress best known for her beautiful bronze sculptures,
fountains, and sundials. She lived on Apaquogue Road in East Hampton and the bookplate itself displays
her home and studio, known as "The Inkpot." The Jewetts purchased the house in 1912 and named it
"The Inkpot" due to its apparent shape. Mrs. Jewett built her studio there and it later became a gathering
place for local artists for a series of decades.

EXP L O RE MO RE

The Digital Long Island Collection is part of New York Heritage Digital Collections. Included are
searchable scans of deeds, drawings, etchings, inventories, letters, maps, paintings, pardons, patents,
photographs, plans, postcards, prints, sculptures, sketches, textiles, tiles, yearbooks and more to come.
The East Hampton Star Archive is a fully searchable, online digital archive of our local weekly newspaper,
that features each complete issue of the paper from 1918-1968, exactly as it appeared in print. Visit the
archive online, for a tour of our Town's history that will fascinate both the amateur and professional historian!

Welcom e to the Long Island Collection's "Item of the Week." We are an archive dedicated
to the history and people of Long Island, w ith a special interest in all things East Hampton
and East End. Unlike some small local history rooms in other public libraries, w e have over
100,000 items including, but not limited to, rare books, maps, photographs, deeds, postcards,
letters, new spapers, and w haling logs.
We also have a dedicated and hardw orking staff ready to help you w ith any questions you
may have. Unable to make it to the library? No problem! We upload images from the collection to
Digital Long Island on a w eekly basis, so there's alw ays something new and interesting to behold.

Please visit us at the Library, make use of our extensive online digital resources, or contact us for assistance.
Our public hours are Mon.-Tues. and Thurs.-Sat. 1:00-4:30 p.m.
Gina Piastuck, Department Head, Long Island Collection
gina@easthamptonlibrary.org | (631) 324-0222 ext. 4
w w w .easthamptonlibrary.org

