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Those familiar with East Hampton's early history may recall its first four ministers: Thomas James, Nathaniel
Huntting, Samuel Buell, and Lyman Beecher. Lyman Beecher, born in 1775 in New Haven, Connecticut, was
just 24 years old and a recent graduate of Yale University when he was ordained as minister of the First
Presbyterian Church of East Hampton in 1799. His starting salary was a mere $300 a year (which was later
increased to $400 in 1804), but he soon married and started raising a family on Main Street. As minister in
East Hampton, Beecher quickly established a reputation for himself as a moral reformer, revivalist (meaning
he promoted the revival of religious enthusiasm in the church), and fought against the practice of dueling,
using Alexander Hamilton's unfortunate duel with Aaron Burr as an example in a sermon. By 1810, Beecher
left East Hampton for First Congregational Church of Litchfield in Litchfield, Connecticut, further developing
a prominent career. His house still exists today at 86 Main Street, which was later renovated in the Greek
Revival style. It is now East Hampton Village Hall. As an interesting side note, Beecher fathered 13 children,
the most well known being Harriet Beecher Stowe (author of "Uncle Tom's Cabin") and Henry Ward Beecher
(a prominent clergyman). Neither were born in East Hampton, but the Long Island Collection has an
interesting postcard erroneously displaying the "Boyhood home of Henry Ward Beecher" (from the Harvey
Ginsberg Postcard Collection).

EXP L O RE MO RE
The Digital Long Island Collection is part of New York Heritage Digital Collections. Included are
searchable scans of deeds, drawings, etchings, inventories, letters, maps, paintings, pardons, patents,
photographs, plans, postcards, prints, sculptures, sketches, textiles, tiles, yearbooks and more to come.
The East Hampton Star Archive is a fully searchable, online digital archive of our local weekly newspaper,
that features each complete issue of the paper from 1918-1968, exactly as it appeared in print. Visit the

archive online, for a tour of our Town's history that will fascinate both the amateur and professional historian!
The Karl Grossman Research Archive is an extensive collection of materials digitized from the personal
archive of Karl Grossman, an investigative reporter, columnist, author, and current professor of journalism at
SUNY Old Westbury. The archive brings together a decades long career in reporting and journalism with topics
ranging from the economy and pollution to fishing and East Hampton Town. Patrons are capable of searching
this 6,500+ item collection by collection name, year, title, or keyword search.
The Local Artist Research Archive is a collection of over 10,000 items digitized from Guild Hall, containing
materials including personal letters, photographs, news clippings, and art catalogs concerning artists of the
East End. Patrons are capable of searching this archive by collection, title, or keyword search.

Welcom e to the Long Island Collection's "Item of the Week." We are an archive dedicated
to the history and people of Long Island, w ith a special interest in all things East Hampton
and East End. Unlike some small local history rooms in other public libraries, w e have over
100,000 items including, but not limited to, rare books, maps, photographs, deeds, postcards,
letters, new spapers, and w haling logs.
We also have a dedicated and hardw orking staff ready to help you w ith any questions you
may have. Unable to make it to the library? No problem! We upload images from the collection to
Digital Long Island on a w eekly basis, so there's alw ays something new and interesting to behold.
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