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Agreement on Land Use Between the Montaukett Sachem
and the Town of East Hampton, 1658
Three hundred and sixty years ago this week, May 22, 1658, Lion Gardiner (spelled
"Lyon" here) and the Town of East Hampton made the above agreement with
Wyandanch, Sachem (or leader) of the Montaukett people. This deed offers a tangible
link to the indigenous people who lived here before us, capturing hints of daily life
during an early period of accommodation between the Colonists and the Montauketts,
who used the land differently.
When multiple people use the same space for separate activities without a shared
language, it's not surprising conflicts arise. A series of compromises were made in
this deed by Lion Gardiner, Jeremiah Conkling, Wyandanch, and his three Montaukett
witnesses, Sasugatarros, Magopitus, and Ponguaton. Benjamin Price, the "recorder"
for the East Hampton Colonists offered English alphabet spellings for Montaukett
names and pictograph signatures. Wyandanch's stick figures signature can be seen.
At the bottom, a note indicates another copy exists in the records of Connecticut

Colony, which had jurisdiction over East Hampton until 1664.
A key part to this agreement was controlling the Colonists' cattle, which the
Montaukett people didn't want wandering through their cornfields during the growing
season. Among the multiple compromises, the Colonists agreed to fence their cattle
from "the South Beach near Georgica to the Harbor on the North Side," and to abide by
seasonal limits on free roaming cattle. In return, the Montauketts agreed to a seasonal
limit on burning swamps, and permitted English cattle to graze in an area near
present-day Wainscott. Additionally, the Montauketts promised East Hampton
Colonists the right to have the first chance to buy the Montauk Peninsula if the
Montauketts ever decided to sell.
This brief moment of coexistence was temporary and transitional. Within the
agreement's seven years, Wyandanch would die (possibly poisoned), England would
return to monarchy, and East Hampton would become part of the Colony of New York,
ending this period of diplomacy.
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The Digital Long Island Collection is part of New York Heritage Digital Collections.
Included are searchable scans of deeds, drawings, etchings, inventories, letters,
maps, paintings, pardons, patents, photographs, plans, postcards, prints, sculptures,
sketches, textiles, tiles, yearbooks and more to come.
The East Hampton Star Archive is a fully searchable, online digital archive of our
local weekly newspaper, that features each complete issue of the paper from 19181968, exactly as it appeared in print. Visit the archive online, for a tour of our Town's
history that will fascinate both the amateur and professional historian!
The Karl Grossman Research Archive is an extensive collection of materials
digitized from the personal archive of Karl Grossman, an investigative reporter,
columnist, author, and current professor of journalism at SUNY Old Westbury. The
archive brings together a decades long career in reporting and journalism with topics
ranging from the economy and pollution to fishing and East Hampton Town. Patrons
are capable of searching this 9,500+ item collection by collection name, year, title, or
keyword search.
The Local Artist Research Archive is a collection of over 19,000 items digitized from
Guild Hall, containing materials including personal letters, photographs, news
clippings, and art catalogs concerning artists of the East End. Patrons are capable of
searching this archive by collection, title, or keyword search.
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