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As we celebrate the unofficial start of summer with trips to the beach, parties, and barbecues, many of us forget
that Memorial Day is not just part of another three-day weekend. Originally known as Decoration Day, the
holiday was first celebrated on May 30th, 1868, as a day of remembrance to honor those who died while
serving in the Civil War. On this day, General James A. Garfield (who would later become 20th President of the
United States) gave a speech at Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia, followed by 5,000 volunteers
decorating the graves of 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers buried there. New York was the first state to
officially recognize Decoration Day in 1873, followed by the remaining northern states in 1890. Southern states
chose to honor their dead on separate days until after World War I (when the holiday shifted from remembering
soldiers who died during the Civil War to all wars). Now known as Memorial Day, it's currently celebrated on the
last Monday in May, due to the passage of the Uniform Monday Holiday Act of 1971 under President Richard
Nixon. The above cartoon depicting Uncle Sam decorating the graves of fallen soldiers is from the cover page
of the May 29th, 1925 edition of the East Hampton Star, which advertised the dedication of the Soldiers' and

Sailors' Memorial on the green outside Ashawagh Hall. The money for the memorial was raised by the Springs
Memorial Committee, beginning in 1921. Though it originally honored those from Springs who died serving in
the Civil War and World War I, names from World War II, Korea, Vietnam and so forth have been added over
time.

EXP L O RE MO RE
The Digital Long Island Collection is part of New York Heritage Digital Collections. Included are
searchable scans of deeds, drawings, etchings, inventories, letters, maps, paintings, pardons, patents,
photographs, plans, postcards, prints, sculptures, sketches, textiles, tiles, yearbooks and more to come.
The East Hampton Star Archive is a fully searchable, online digital archive of our local weekly newspaper,
that features each complete issue of the paper from 1918-1968, exactly as it appeared in print. Visit the
archive online, for a tour of our Town's history that will fascinate both the amateur and professional historian!
The Karl Grossman Research Archive is an extensive collection of materials digitized from the personal
archive of Karl Grossman, an investigative reporter, columnist, author, and current professor of journalism at
SUNY Old Westbury. The archive brings together a decades long career in reporting and journalism with topics
ranging from the economy and pollution to fishing and East Hampton Town. Patrons are capable of searching
this 6,500+ item collection by collection name, year, title, or keyword search.
The Local Artist Research Archive is a collection of over 10,000 items digitized from Guild Hall, containing
materials including personal letters, photographs, news clippings, and art catalogs concerning artists of the
East End. Patrons are capable of searching this archive by collection, title, or keyword search.

Welcom e to the Long Island Collection's "Item of the Week." We are an archive dedicated
to the history and people of Long Island, w ith a special interest in all things East Hampton
and East End. Unlike some small local history rooms in other public libraries, w e have over
100,000 items including, but not limited to, rare books, maps, photographs, deeds, postcards,
letters, new spapers, and w haling logs.
We also have a dedicated and hardw orking staff ready to help you w ith any questions you
may have. Unable to make it to the library? No problem! We upload images from the collection to
Digital Long Island on a w eekly basis, so there's alw ays something new and interesting to behold.
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