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Jarvis Wood's Store Gas Pumps, August, 1956

Jarvis Wood Store Interior
with Gum Ball Machine and Shelving, August 1956

As a researcher, I often find things when I'm no longer looking for them. I would
have loved to be able to share these photos (above) of Jarvis Wood's store (later
Marty's Store at 472 Old Stone Highway), with a researcher a few years ago.
Recently, we've been working with the Springs Historical Society to create a
database of their archives, which include these photos.
Vernon Jarvis Wood (1908-2007), better known as "Jarvie Wood," was the oldest
of Elmer and Elsie Miller Wood's twelve children and the grandson of Jarvis T.
Wood (1857-1942). V. Jarvis Wood was a bayman who also ran a grocery store
and gas station, although accounts differ about whether he ran the store "after
fishing," or whether he took a few years off from fishing. As a young man, Jarvis
initially opened a store with a gas station somewhere on School Street, probably
between Springs School and Springs Fireplace Road. He briefly operated a
garage with Robert Miller in Amagansett before opening the store in Eastside
sometime before 1954.
Jarvis and his wife, Nancy Miller Wood, lived in an apartment attached to the
store they operated. The store stocked everything from canned goods and
Wonder Bread to bicycle tires. The interior images of Jarvis Wood's store from
August 1956 make it easy to imagine children walking over for milk or gum balls.
Accounts differ on when Jarvis stopped running the store known as Marty's, but by
1976, Jarvis worked full-time as a trap fisherman. In 1982, Jarvis was still fishing,
although in a Maritime Folklife Oral History, Jarvis Wood noted he liked the
current spot near Albert's Landing since it was close to home.
The database these photos came from is a work in progress, but I find myself
thinking of many previous researchers who were looking for images we've just
digitized, and how many of them will find what they've been looking for in this
archive.
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The Digital Long Island Collection is part of New York Heritage Digital Collections.
Included are searchable scans of deeds, drawings, etchings, inventories, letters,
maps, paintings, pardons, patents, photographs, plans, postcards, prints, sculptures,
sketches, textiles, tiles, yearbooks and more to come.
The East Hampton Star Archive is a fully searchable, online digital archive of our
local weekly newspaper, that features each complete issue of the paper from 19181968, exactly as it appeared in print. Visit the archive online, for a tour of our Town's
history that will fascinate both the amateur and professional historian!
The Karl Grossman Research Archive is an extensive collection of materials
digitized from the personal archive of Karl Grossman, an investigative reporter,
columnist, author, and current professor of journalism at SUNY Old Westbury. The
archive brings together a decades long career in reporting and journalism with topics
ranging from the economy and pollution to fishing and East Hampton Town. Patrons
are capable of searching this 9,500+ item collection by collection name, year, title, or
keyword search.
The Local Artist Research Archive is a collection of over 19,000 items digitized from
Guild Hall, containing materials including personal letters, photographs, news
clippings, and art catalogs concerning artists of the East End. Patrons are capable of
searching this archive by collection, title, or keyword search.

Welcome to the Long Island Collection's "Item of the Week."
We are an archive dedicated to the history and people of Long Island, with
a special interest in all things East Hampton and East End. Unlike some
small local history rooms in other public libraries, we have over 100,000
items including, but not limited to, rare books, maps, photographs, deeds,
postcards, letters, newspapers, and whaling logs. We also have a dedicated
and hardworking staff ready to help you with any questions you may have.
Unable to make it to the library? No problem! We upload images from the
collection to Digital Long Island on a weekly basis, so there's always
something new and interesting to behold.
Please visit us at the Library, make use of our extensive online digital resources, or contact us
for assistance. Public hours are: Mon. - Tues. and Thurs. - Sat., 1:00-4:30 p.m.
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