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Hampton Classic Program cover, 1979
Did you get a chance to attend the Hampton Classic Horse Show in Bridgehampton this past week? The
Hampton Classic is one of the largest outdoor show jumping events in the country, marking the end of the
Hamptons summer season. The show has been operating at 240 Snake Hollow Road on 65 acres of show
grounds for the past 35 years, however, the history of the show goes beyond this timeframe. Beginning in the
early 1900s, the show was first held in Southampton overlooking Lake Agawam, but was discontinued during
World War I. However, with the formation of the Southampton Riding & Hunt Club in 1922, the show was
revived and continued until World War II. In the 1950s, the show was reinvented as a fundraiser for the Parrish
Art Museum, officially becoming the Southampton Horse Show, which was held at the Stanley Howard Estate
in North Sea for several years. In the 1970s, the show was held at the Topping Riding Club in Sagaponack as
a fundraiser for the Hampton Day School. During this time period show jumping grew in popularity, becoming
more competitive and sophisticated. As a result, the horse show was expanded into a multi-day event that
attracted top riders from across the country. This greatly expanded show was first held at Dune Alpin Farm (a
former dairy farm) in East Hampton in 1976. The following year, the Hampton Classic formally incorporated
the Southampton Horse Show, which operated as a fundraiser for Southampton Hospital. The above program
advertises the Hampton Classic at Dune Alpin Farm from this time period. The event continued at the farm

until 1981 and opened at its current location in Bridgehampton in 1982. As recently as 2009, the Hampton
Classic became the second horse show ever to receive the honorable designation of Heritage Competition by
the United States Equestrian Federation.

EXP L O RE MO RE
The Digital Long Island Collection is part of New York Heritage Digital Collections. Included are
searchable scans of deeds, drawings, etchings, inventories, letters, maps, paintings, pardons, patents,
photographs, plans, postcards, prints, sculptures, sketches, textiles, tiles, yearbooks and more to come.
The East Hampton Star Archive is a fully searchable, online digital archive of our local weekly newspaper,
that features each complete issue of the paper from 1918-1968, exactly as it appeared in print. Visit the
archive online, for a tour of our Town's history that will fascinate both the amateur and professional historian!
The Karl Grossman Research Archive is an extensive collection of materials digitized from the personal
archive of Karl Grossman, an investigative reporter, columnist, author, and current professor of journalism at
SUNY Old Westbury. The archive brings together a decades long career in reporting and journalism with topics
ranging from the economy and pollution to fishing and East Hampton Town. Patrons are capable of searching
this 6,500+ item collection by collection name, year, title, or keyword search.
The Local Artist Research Archive is a collection of over 10,000 items digitized from Guild Hall, containing
materials including personal letters, photographs, news clippings, and art catalogs concerning artists of the
East End. Patrons are capable of searching this archive by collection, title, or keyword search.

Welcom e to the Long Island Collection's "Item of the Week." We are an archive dedicated
to the history and people of Long Island, w ith a special interest in all things East Hampton
and East End. Unlike some small local history rooms in other public libraries, w e have over
100,000 items including, but not limited to, rare books, maps, photographs, deeds, postcards,
letters, new spapers, and w haling logs.
We also have a dedicated and hardw orking staff ready to help you w ith any questions you
may have. Unable to make it to the library? No problem! We upload images from the collection to
Digital Long Island on a w eekly basis, so there's alw ays something new and interesting to behold.

Please visit us at the Library, make use of our extensive online digital resources, or contact us for assistance.
Our public hours are Mon.-Tues. and Thurs.-Sat. 1:00-4:30 p.m.
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