
THE REEL HISTORY PROJECT
OF THE

EAST HAMPTON LIBRARY

The East Hampton Library has embarked on 
a major project to save a century’s worth of 
town and village history in the form of an 

historic archive of film and video.

THE ARCHIVE
The archive has several 
components. It includes 
thousands of hours of footage 
captured over the past forty years 
by East Hampton’s local television 
station, LTV; extraordinary 
vintage film in LTV’s possession 
that dates back as far as 1915; and 
more recent and future efforts 
created independently by local 
videographers. Without swift 
intervention, much of the LTV 
collection—the vast proportion 
of this archive—is on the verge of 
being lost. The station transferred 
the best of its decades of 
programming to DVDs before it 
was known that the format would 
prove unstable for enduring 
preservation.

THE WORK
The Library has committed 
to converting these DVDs 
to a digital format for online 
storage, streaming, and far 
better longevity. To make 
this material even more 
accessible, the Library 
will be adding searchable 
transcriptions to each 
program it digitizes. The 
result will be free, ready 
access of this remarkable 
resource to anyone, 
anywhere. The Reel History 
Project will bring this unique 
collection of moving images 
of our town’s long rich history 
into the Library’s Digital 
Long Island Collection:
digitallongisland.org

THE GOAL
With a search command, a scroll and a 
keystroke, visitors to the site will be able 
to engage and re-engage with the efforts 
undertaken to preserve East Hampton’s 
landmarks, the town’s great beauty, its 
major events and workaday life, along with 
hundreds of hours of talks and interviews 
with its hundreds of resident luminaries, 
including some never-before-seen footage 
of its major artists, actors, and authors. The 
plans make room for the contemporary 
efforts of local videographers whose work 
focuses on the town’s unfolding history. 

We will thus be providing ready online 
access to this valuable collection for 
scholars, students, documentarians, and 
life-long learners while safeguarding this 
singular resource for the generations to 
come.

THE NEED
The project needs an endowment to fund the costly DVD-to-digital conversion and cataloging process, transcriptions, 
emerging projects that enhance the collection, and the cost of annual fees for long-term cloud storage and preservation. 

THE REEL HISTORY BUDGET
Immediate Start Up 
• Digitize LTV Archive and merge it into the Library’s Long Island Collection System:  
   10,000 shows x $11/show - $110,000.
• Archive Consultant - $15,000.
• Long Island Collection Oversight - $25,000.
   Subtotal: $150,000
Endowment
• To cover annual storage fees, transcriptions cost and digitization of additional emerging 
   programs - $500,000. The interest and dividends from the endowment will cover the annual hosting 
   of the archive, in perpetuity.

Total Need: $650,000

Your donation will help us ensure the future of the Film and Video Archive of East Hampton, our Reel History.
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